July 6th, 2003
Hi Gavin

Thanks for your telephone call last Monday. Although brief, it was nice to talk to you again. Got an e-mail from Leonie telling me something of her stay on the Navaho reservation. She went into a clinic to help them. This was good of her to do this, especially as they commented to her that few white people help out. It is a pity that they are neglected. I remember telling you recently how the Navaho made a significant to winning the war in the Pacific in WWII. 

Friday was a US public holiday. I think it was for Independence Day, right? Did you do anything special? 

There has been quite a lot on the TV news about the situation in Liberia. They want US troops to go and Bush has said he will oblige. Who will be sent? Marines or Army? Charles Taylor, the Liberian president, as well as messing up his own country, has also messed up neighbouring Sierra Leone because of its diamond mines. Back in 2000, the Singapore publisher I did the Brunei junior secondary science books for was musing about adapting the books for Sierra Leone. Even then, the country was in a mess with child soldiers, etc. I was not so keen on the idea, but nothing ever came of it anyway. 

The new prime minister of China has been in Hong Kong for a few days. He made a good impression with many people. He seems to be a nice person and shows a genuine concern for people. For example, be made an unofficial visit to Amoy gardens, the housing estate badly hit by SARS. He visited the flat of a chap with two young children, one just a baby, whose wife died of SARS. He also took a detour from his official visit to the Prince of Wales hospital to visit Shatin Centre and pop into one or two small shops. His concern was in contrast to that of Tung Chee Wah, and quite a number of commentators pointed this out. The last day of the PM’s visit was last Tuesday, July 1st, which was a public holiday for the handover anniversary. He attended the official flag-raising ceremony, which was closed to the general public, and then left HK before the BIG event of the day, and the week. 

This big event has been one talking point in Hong Kong this past week. It was a peaceful rally and protest march Tuesday afternoon mainly against the Article 23 legislation, but also a general protest against the performance of the government and the Chief Executive in particular. You may have seen some of it on TV as it certainly got the attention of the international community. It began at Victoria Park with speeches, etc. Then the people marched down to the Central government offices. About 100 000 people were expected to attend. In the end, over 500 000 (half a million) people actually attended, though the latest figure has put the attendance at about 650 000! Incredible! This was the biggest rally in HK since the rally for the June 4th massacre in Beijing in 1989 when about 1 million attended. The figure could have been higher as some people may not have been able to get there because of the chaos on the MTR, which just couldn’t cope with the numbers of people. (Some cynics believed that the MTR was working with the government to prevent people from reaching the park.) The march from Causeway Bay to Central took about 7 hours. And it was hot, with a temperature of about 33OC and maybe hotter on the streets there. Part of Victoria Park had been reversed for a pro-Article 23 series of events organised by a pro-government, pro-Beijing labour union. They only managed to get 65 000 people to attend. 

The huge turnout has rattled the government. There was only a tame response from the government and the CE in particular. The Article 23 legislation was due to be passed into law this week and part of the protest was for it to be delayed and modified or even scrapped. In the past couple of days, officials were observed scurrying to Beijing. After that, the HK government announced that it would make a few minor changes. But today, the CE announced that it would not be delayed and said things such as it is our patriotic duty to see that the legislation is passed. This will certainly not satisfy most of the people of HK. There is to be a protest outside the legislative building on Wednesday when the bill is to be put to the vote. As it is a working day, the turnout will not be as great. 

No big Rugby matches this weekend. But a big surprise is the announcement by Christian Cullen that he is quitting Rugby in NZ and going to Ireland to play for a team there. As I mentioned earlier, he did not make it into the current All Black squad, so I suppose he sees no future as an All Black. There was a lot of e-mail on the Planet Rugby website in response to his move, most of it critical of the NZ selectors. Anyway, Cullen’s move highlights a general problem, as there are just too many good players in NZ who may never become All Blacks. Many of them are opting to go overseas to play and are quickly snapped up. Another former All Black has announced that he is going to England to play. And it seems that Taine Randell, the previous All Black captain, will also join an English club team. 

That’s about it for now. Lucky there was the protest to write about, otherwise the letter would have been much shorter. 

Thinking of you. 

Cheers, 
Dad
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